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of the Ministers was to provide for a long list of parliamentary
supporters, in orderc to carry into execution those promises which
Government was under the necessity of contracting in the course
of that Parliament/ Oamden accordingly recommended that
three viscounts should be made earls, and three barons, viscounts.
Lady O'Neil was made a viscountess, and Mrs. Toler, the wife
of the Solicitor-General, a baroness ; and six new peers, as well
as five baronets, were created. To the great displeasure of the
Lord Lieutenant, two of the new peers were Englishmen, who
were apparently unconnected with Ireland, and who were
rewarded for English services with Irish peerages.1

Another peerage shortly after followed, which gave rise to
some curious letters, and which has real interest and importance.
Few names appear more frequently in the Irish history and
Government correspondence of the eighteenth century, than that
of Lord Kenmare, but the person so designated had in reality
no right to the title which he assumed, and which by social
usage was invariably given to him. His ancestor, Sir Valentine
Browne, had been made Viscount Kenmare and Baron Castle-
rosse by James II. immediately after his abdication, and these
titles had never been recognised or ratified by the new Govern-
ment. The present head of the family had eminent claims upon
the Government, from his services in maintaining order and
loyalty in Kerry, and perhaps still more from his conduct as the
leader of the moderate party in the Catholic Committee, and he
had long been extremely anxious to obtain a legal right to the
titles which he bore. He had petitioned for this under Lord
"Westmorland; but though supported by the Lord Lieutenant,
no answer appears to have been returned. In 1795, Camden
made an application in his favour, but Portland answered that
the King had said, c Lord Kenmare certainly deserves attention^
but has any Roman Catholic in this country been created a peer ?'
and Portland himself believed the request to be impracticable.
Camden, however, now again urgently pressed the claim of
Kenmare ; and in a letter to Pitt himself, he suggested the pos-
sibility of * some management which should make the peerage
devolve upon him.'

The meaning of this last suggestion will be explained by the
1 Camden to Portland, July 8, Aug. 7, Oct. 1797.